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Women’s lacrosse begins its 
2015 campaign
The U.S. needs to stop 
resorting to military strikes 
to solve problems
Q&A with local graphic 
designer Derek Niver
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People who I can 
see myself being 
friends with for 
the rest of my life 
are right there 
with me.
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JMU comedy group joins math 
professor for an evening of 
intelligent humor
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DART OF THE DAY
A "you-know-that’s-
considered-stealing-
right?" dart to the student 
who was tasting grapes out of 
the bags at Wal-Mart. From  
a senior who watched you 
sample away, then not even 
buy any of the bags you ate 
from.
New COB 
building
planned
Facility to be 
completed in 2021, 
needs $20 million in 
private funding
Trayvon Martin’s family 
attorney to speak at 
Wilson on Wednesday
An 
advocate 
for change
JMU reacts to House bill
Faculty Senate discusses MRDs’ financial classification amid state proposal
a friendlY fight
Don’t change the channel
Student speaks to more than 17,000 subscribers through YouTube
By kayla riNi
The Breeze
Amid construction of an expanded 
recreation center and the West Grace 
Street Housing project, a new College 
of Business building is in the works. 
Walking through Zane Showker Hall 
now, it’s common to see students sit-
ting on the floor in order to work on 
a project.
Madison Trout, a senior finance and 
marketing double major, agreed that 
more space is needed. 
“Showker is always extremely 
crowded during the daytime and 
there’s not enough classroom space,” 
Trout said.
The layout of the new building 
includes plans for a more bright, open 
space with outdoor gathering spots, as 
well as a five-story atrium as the build-
ing’s centerpiece. The first floor will 
also feature a large capital markets labs 
for investing, a recruiting lounge and 
more classrooms and faculty offices.
According to Mary Gowan, dean of 
COB, construction will begin in the 
next three years or so, and the build-
ing, which will be located next to Zane 
Showker Hall, should be completed 
and operational by 2021. 
“That may seem a long way off but 
there is a lot of planning that has to
see coB, page 3
club fencing 
fosters new 
friendships 
based on 
shared 
learning 
experiences
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By gloria pattersoN
contributing writer
Speaking to a crowd of 17,549 sounds intimidat-
ing. That’s nearly the size of JMU’s undergraduate 
population.
Mia Brabham, a junior media arts and design major 
from Virginia Beach, perches on her bed and hits 
“record” on her Canon EOS Rebel T3i DSLR camera.
“I’m going to give you advice right now. One: never 
ever go to Wal-Mart on move-in week because you will 
die,” Brabam said. “It’s really busy, everything’s already 
sold out, and you’re just going to be really pissed off 
because you’re not going to have hangers for the first 
two weeks of school.”
Her subscribers are scattered around the globe on 
YouTube from the United States to Australia to the Unit-
ed Kingdom.
Brabam, better known as “Mia Bee” online, uploaded 
her first video six years ago in seventh grade.
 “I made a dance with my friend to Prima J’s ‘Rock-
star’ from ‘Bratz,’” she said with a laugh. She posted it 
on a whim and thought “it would be funny and didn’t 
think anything of it.”
Six years later, Brabham’s channel, “POTENTiALce-
lebrity,” has 111 videos with more than 2.3 million views. 
She’s far from shy in creating content with her channel, 
which includes vlogs, life talks, do-it-yourself activities, 
movie scenes and “original shorts.”
Her latest project is a series featuring advice for col-
lege students, in which she balances popular, yet serious 
college topics against her self-deprecating, sarcastic 
personality to provide viewers with takeaways while 
enjoying a laugh or two. 
Last year, Brabham was approached by a media com-
pany called the Collective Digital Studio (CDS) based in 
Los Angeles. Since then, she’s been a talent in one of the 
leading YouTube multichannel networks that manages 
more than 600 channels, delivering virtually one billion 
views a month. CDS helps Brabham build her channel and 
see youtuBe, page 7
HOLLY WArFIELD / THE BrEEzE
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Junior media arts and design major Mia Brabham is 
known as “Mia Bee” to more than 17,000 subscribers.
By saMaNtha ellis
The Breeze
It was the story heard around 
the world. Unarmed teenager Tray-
von Martin was shot and killed in a 
Florida neighborhood, and shooter 
George Zimmerman was freed from 
all charges. 
On Wednesday, Wilson Hall will 
hold an event with attorney Jasmine 
Rand. Rand, who worked with Mar-
tin’s family, will be hosted by the 
Center for Multicultural Student 
Services as part of its D.E.E.P. Impact 
cultural series. 
With many mixed opinions 
regarding the Trayvon Martin case, 
including some who are angry with 
the verdict and wish to voice their 
views, beginning a discussion in a 
fair and cordial manner can be diffi-
cult. But Steven Krzanowski, assistant 
director for multicultural program-
ming at CMSS, believes Rand is just 
the person for the job. 
“What’s special about Jasmine 
Rand is that she has accolades that 
show her credibility in the field as an 
attorney and a social justice advo-
cate,” Krzanowski said. “I think her 
passion will shine through in this 
event.” 
In part of her presentation, Rand 
will talk about being involved in 
social media. 
“We see a lot on the news and social 
media, and we wonder how to inter-
pret that. The lack of indictments and 
racial issues in America have an effect 
on our students,” Krzanowski said. “I 
see MartiN, page 4
By eVaN Mcallister
contributing writer
Potential new changes shaking 
up how Virginia public universities 
fund athletic departments may put 
the Marching Royal Dukes’ status as 
an athletic program in limbo.
The topic came up in response to 
Virginia's new proposed mandate, 
which would cap the percentage 
of JMU's student athletic programs 
that can be directly student-funded 
at 70 percent. The number current-
ly stands close to 78 percent, which 
would be nearly $3 million above the 
proposed limit. The proposed bill 
has already been subject of much 
discussion, including at JMU’s Fac-
ulty Senate meeting last week. 
One solution discussed for how 
JMU would get to the 70 percent 
mark is redefining the MRD pro-
gram from an athletic expense to 
an academic one. Currently, the 
MRDs are funded as part of the ath-
letic department, which means their 
expenses come from the official ath-
letics budget. 
In response to the proposed 
change in funding, the MRDs 
would be reclassified under anoth-
er account, effectively removing 
their expenses from the official 
athletics budget. Even if the change 
is a largely technical one, the dif-
ference in funding is expected to 
cover a substantial portion of the 
mandate-induced deficit, if not all 
of it. The availability of how much 
money the MRDs are appropriat-
ed from the athletics budget wasn’t 
available before press time.
According to Faculty Senate 
speaker and integrated science 
and technology professor David 
McGraw, there are a number of 
things JMU counts as athletic expens-
es that other universities don’t. 
see seNate, page 4
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Mandatory sexual 
assault reporting hurts 
survivors’ options
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ACROSS
1 Modern “Keep in
touch!”
7 Ann’s sister
11 Extras may
comprise one
14 Tennis star
Gibson
15 The real thing,
so to speak
17 Riddles
18 Regretting a wild
night, maybe
19 *Beginning
21 Field of study
24 “We __ Family”:
1979 hit
25 Tamper
26 *They carry
remainders
31 Org. where
weight matters
32 Without __:
riskily
33 On a streak
36 Capp and
Capone
37 Syr. neighbor
38 Jueves, por
ejemplo
39 Natural
resource
40 Tease
42 Vibrater in a
wind
43 Like Gen.
Powell
44 *Bike safety
device
47 __ Men: “Who
Let the Dogs
Out” band
49 Edible Asian
shoot
50 Greek mount
51 *The rest
56 Burns poem
that starts,
“Wee, sleekit,
cow’rin, tim’rous
beastie”
57 Time of your life
61 Marching band
instrument
62 Mill around
63 Passing stat.
64 Egyptian
symbols of
royalty
65 Both words in
each answer to
a starred clue
begin and end
with the same
one
DOWN
1 Keep time, in a
way
2 Symphonic rock
gp.
3 Cadillac sedan
4 Store to “fall
into,” in old ads
5 Scant
6 First word of the
chorus of “The
Sidewalks of
New York”
7 Parched
8 Dark-haired guy
9 Cask stopper
10 Safecracker
11 Some Cannes
films
12 They have
hoods and racks
13 Cold-water
hazards
16 Was impending
20 Perp subduer
21 Egyptian dam
22 100 kopecks
23 Parts opposite
points
27 First name in
women’s boxing
28 Racing family
name
29 Bay window
30 Aptly named
novelist
34 Easily crumbled
cookies
35 Betta 
tankmate
38 “Colonel Jack”
novelist
41 “Oh, my!”
42 Uses, as credit
card rewards
45 Amasses
46 Work on
together, in a
way
47 LPGA great
Rawls
48 Stay clear of
52 “The boy you
trained, gone he
is” speaker
53 Sharing word
54 Relax
55 Blackthorn
fruit
58 QB’s stat
59 Turn right
60 Go wrong
Wednesday’s Puzzle Solved
By Don Gagliardo 1/22/15
©2015 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 1/22/15
Thursday’s puzzle solved
Missing something? Send us your events at breezecopy@gmail.com.
We don’t even have enough sports levels that students feel we 
benefit from them. People who played in high school but don’t 
now feel that there’s not enough “just for fun” levels but still we 
pay THAT MUCH for this? I’m so mad. If you took this portion out, 
I wouldn’t have to take out loans
  Kea Allis | via Facebook
Last Sunday, The Breeze ran an article explaining a new General Assembly bill that seeks to 
restrict the amount of student fees that can be dedicated to university athletics in state schools. 
It found that full-time JMU students each pay an annual $1,332 to the athletics budget, funding 
78.81 percent of the athletics program. These numbers generated some noteworthy responses 
from our readers on social media.
Here are some of our favorites:
... Student fees to subsidize athletics are a key component 
driving up the cost of higher education and thus making it out 
of reach for a lot of kids. Students who attend the school with 
no interest in sports shouldn’t have to pay for those who are 
interested in the athletic side of things.
  Mark M. Esposito | via Facebook
‘
Athletic budgets also allow a lot of athletes to attend college! 
Although there’s certainly room to cut down — especially coach 
salaries
  Laura Lyons | via Facebook
5,328 on programs that I literally never once used!! Go 
college!
 Rebecca Hyman | via Facebook
Meanwhile the state of virginia continues to cut funding to 
education. Let’s distract our constituencies on something 
that is not the main issues driving up the cost of attending 
college. JMU is also the fifth cheapest school in the state 
with the current athletic fees..
  Peter Mooney | via Facebook
‘@TheBreezeJMU A shame, say goodbye to JMU sports. Bill helps lower price of college for all by hurting the schools with the lowest tuition.
              @Seasons_FX | via Twitter
... Yes, some of these student-athletes work very 
hard but I’m thankful that someone has taken into 
consideration that schools need to focus more on 
the actual learning environment than the sports 
programs #yayyJMUAlumni
 Asianna Holloway | via Facebook
Athletics FeesThe Buzz:
If Cox is really so concerned about student fees, why only 
address athletics? There are so many other components of 
fees. This is a pretext for preventing JMU from moving up.
  Larry W. Caudle Jr. | via Facebook
NATIONAL NEWS WORLD NEWS
Romney’s exit 
opens primary
Los Angeles Times
WASHINGTON — Mitt 
Romney’s exit from the 2016 
presidential campaign push-
es the GOP race back where 
it was three weeks ago, before 
his brief flirtation: a wide-
open contest  among the 
establishment, religiously ori-
ented, and libertarian wings 
of the Republican Party.
The immediate beneficia-
ries were former Florida Gov. 
Jeb Bush and New Jersey Gov. 
Chris Christie, rivals who 
share Romney’s appeal to the 
business-minded, pragmati-
cally conservative wing of 
their party. They wasted no 
time Friday chasing donors 
who had sat frozen, awaiting 
Romney’s decision.
Sea lions wash 
up on CA shores
Los Angeles Times
LOS ANGELES — This year is 
shaping up to be a brutal one for 
the California sea lion — the third 
year in a row for record numbers 
of sea lion strandings in the state.
Sick, abandoned pups have 
shown up in alarming numbers 
on beaches in January. But pups 
aren’t the only ones in trouble. 
California marine mammal reha-
bilitation centers this month have 
treated record numbers of sea 
lions of all ages.
“We’ve had 67 strandings of 
sea lions of all different ages,” 
said Shawn Johnson, director of 
veterinary science at the Marine 
Mammal Center in Sausalito, 
Calif., though her center would 
normally see one or two sea lions 
in the entire month of January.
Snapchat to 
debut series
Los Angeles Times
LOS ANGELES — Snapchat 
isn’t just a technology startup 
these days. It’s also a media pro-
duction company, and one that 
counts a Spielberg and a Gold-
wyn on its crew.
On Saturday, Snapchat plans 
to debut a weekly, five-min-
ute show called “Literally Can’t 
Even.” 
Snapchat’s online series will 
follow the lives of Sasha Spielberg 
and Emily Goldwyn — daugh-
ters of film producers Steven 
Spielberg and John Goldwyn, 
respectively. 
The move into content-mak-
ing this week by a young startup 
that began with a single-function 
photo-messaging app has drawn 
plenty of “can’t evens.”
ISIL targets 
Japan in video
Los Angeles Times
BEIRUT — Islamic State of 
Iraq and the Levant militants 
have beheaded a Japanese 
journalist, according to video 
released Saturday on the Inter-
net, ending a wrenching drama 
that has gripped Japan and jolted 
another close U.S. ally, Jordan.
The grisly slaying of Kenji 
Goto, 47, experienced war cor-
respondent and father of two 
young daughters, triggered out-
rage across the globe and an 
outpouring of grief and indigna-
tion in Japan, a nation that has 
generally been insulated from 
events in the Middle East.
In the graphic video confirm-
ing Goto’s slaying, the black-clad 
executioner declares, “So let the 
nightmare for Japan begin.”
Militant groups 
react to attacks 
Tribune News Service
BEIRUT — Hezbollah warned 
it may carry out further attacks on 
Israel in retaliation for an airstrike 
that killed six of its fighters, saying 
it’s not seeking a wider war but is 
ready for one.
Hezbollah’s attack on a con-
voy that killed two Israelis on 
Wednesday was a response to 
the Jan. 18 strike in Syria, which 
also killed a general from Iran’s 
Revolutionary Guards, the Shiite 
group’s chief Hassan Nasrallah 
said in a speech via video link Fri-
day to his supporters in southern 
Beirut. Israel hasn’t confirmed or 
denied that it was responsible. 
“This assassination has led 
to adverse consequences and 
will lead to more adverse conse-
quences,” Nasrallah said.
Mexico hospital 
blast kills 2 
Los Angeles Times
MEXICO CITY — An explo-
sion early Thursday destroyed 
most of a maternity and chil-
dren’s hospital in Mexico City, 
killing at least two people and 
trapping and injuring dozens. 
More than 60 children and 
adults were injured, mostly by 
flying glass and flames, accord-
ing to firefighters, Red Cross 
personnel, police and other 
workers who flooded the scene.
The dead were identified only 
as a woman and a minor. Offi-
cials earlier gave a larger death 
toll, but it was revised down-
ward, although 22 of the injured 
were in critical condition. 
 
Compiled from Tribune 
News Service. 
In BrIef
harrIsonBurg
Police search for burglary 
and fraud suspects
 
The Harrisonburg Police Department is investigat-
ing a burglary and credit card fraud that took place 
in December.
On the morning of Dec. 18, an unknown male forced 
his way into a business on Waterman Drive, where 
he stole several items, including an employee’s credit 
card, according to Sgt. Jason Kidd. 
The card was then used by the suspect or an accom-
plice at various locations throughout Harrisonburg 
and Rockingham County, including a Harrisonburg 
ATM. 
Photographs were also taken of a white female using 
the card; she is believed to be driving a white, late-
model Hyundai Sonata. 
More fraudulent transactions have also taken place 
in McGaheysville and Elkton since the burglary took 
place. 
Police are asking anyone with information related 
to this investigation to call the Criminal Investigations 
Division at 540-437-2640, or anonymously provide tips 
by calling Crime Solvers at 540-574-5050 or texting 
“HPD” and the tip to CRIMES (274637).
 
faIrfax
Records show man had 
hands up when shot dead 
Eleven thousand pages of documents newly 
released to the public show that John Greer had his 
hands up and was unarmed when he was shot in the 
doorway of his home by Fairfax County police officers 
in 2013, according to the Associated Press. 
FCPD Officer Adam Torres told investigators that 
in the moment he shot and killed Greer, Greer moved 
his hands toward his waist as if he was reaching for 
a weapon. However, other officers such as Rodney 
Barnes contradict the account. 
“When the shot happened, his hands were up,” offi-
cer Rodney Barnes who had been talking to Greer, told 
investigators. “I’m not here to throw [Torres] under the 
bus or anything like that, but I didn’t see what he saw.”
News
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Harnessing rays of sunlight
Engineering assistant professor Jacquelyn Nagel works with students to make solar panels more efficient
By WIllIam mason
The Breeze
During finals week, Devon Paysour ven-
tured to a professor’s office to ask questions 
about her test, but instead her eyes were 
drawn to a leftover model that could revo-
lutionize the future.
The intriguing model, Paysour, a soph-
omore engineering major, saw when she 
went to her professor Jacquelyn Nagel’s 
office, was that of a bulky solar panel 
encased in a large metal square with four 
mirrors attached.
“She told me what it was and no one was 
working on it currently, and then we talk-
ed about me working on it for undergrad 
research,” Paysour said.
Paysour then reached out to fellow soph-
omore engineering major Matthew Mason, 
whom she had met in her physics lab last 
year.
“I was interested in reducing the foot-
print on society, more sustainable energy,” 
Mason said. ”I just jumped on board and it 
seems pretty cool.” 
The two students joined Nagel on a quest 
to make solar panels more efficient sources
see solar, page 4
sabriNa mccormick / the breeze
Jacquelyn Nagel (left), an assistant professor in JMU’s Department of Engineering, works alongside sophomore engineering majors Devon 
Paysour and Matthew Mason to find new ways to reduce the impact humans have on the environment by improving the efficiency of solar panels. 
humorous calculations
improv troupe teams up with professor for comedic math lesson
sam taylor  / the breeze
Assistant physics professor Klebert Feitosa hosts Thursday night’s event in Rose Library. He’s joined by members of the New & Improv.’d comedy 
group, JMuse Cafe and assistant mathematics and statistics professor Jason Rosenhouse who have teamed up to make math more understandable. 
By ChrIs Kent
The Breeze
Rose Library, usually a quiet and studious place, was alive with 
laughter Thursday night as mathematical theories were discussed 
with a humorous edge. The audience was captivated by JMU’s New 
and Improv.’d comedy troupe who teamed up with the JMuse Cafe and 
Jason Rosenhouse, an assistant mathematics and statistics professor, to 
translate math jargon into an easily digestible format. 
New and Improv.’d started the night by guessing professor Rosen-
house’s field and was stumped by how particular his field of graph 
theory was within the subject of mathematics. Rosenhouse estimates 
that there are only around 10 people in the world who can consider 
themselves experts in the field of graph theory. At one point in the show, 
Trevor Knickerbocker, a junior intelligence analysis major and member 
of New and Improv.’d, tried to the portray the complex idea of a Cayley 
graph on a whiteboard. The graph came out with “K” on the X-axis ver-
sus “Lee” on the Y-axis. Knickerbocker then presented the audience 
with a feminine stick figure drawn on the whiteboard. 
Bouncing the math professor’s knowledge against the improv team’s 
wit, the atmosphere of the event was that of an old-time coffeehouse 
performance, which satisfied Rosenhouse’s inner comedian and 
allowed about 50 or so students in attendance a humorous learning 
opportunity.  
“I think this is great. I always tell people the biggest influence[s] on my 
teaching style were George Carlin and Robin Williams — George Carlin 
especially,” Rosenhouse said. “Anything that involves getting out of the 
ivory tower, especially with math, which has such a mystique around it.”
D e a l i n g  w i t h  m a t h  f o r m s  s u c h  a s  h y p e r s u r f a c -
es and arithmetic in Rosenhouse’s area of expertise can 
see math, page 4
CoB | chandler hall to be torn down to make room for new business building
from front
take place for this project to become a reality,” Gowan 
said. 
Right now, the Board of Visitors is in the process of 
fundraising to gain private support for the building. The 
goal is to raise $20 million with the rest of the money 
coming from the state, which would be roughly $60 mil-
lion, according to Gowan.
“We believe that by showing the state that we have 
private support for the project, we will make a more 
compelling argument for getting the rest of the funds,” 
Gowan said.
But, according to Gowen, the process could take some 
time. 
“We are at least three to four years out unless we are 
able to receive a naming gift and other substantive gifts 
soon,” Gowan said.
The building will form a College of Business learning 
complex, as it will be connected next to the existing Zane 
Showker Hall.
Gowan said that the COB has outgrown Showker and 
there’s simply no space in the building. Originally opened 
in 1991, it was built to house 2,100 students and today, in 
just the COB’s Association to Advance Collegiate Schools 
of Business accredited program, there are about 4,000 
students.
“I’ve had several of my COB classes in Chandler and 
Godwin because Showker cannot accommodate the 
number of business majors at JMU anymore,” Trout said. 
Another reason for the new building is to have the 
newest technology. Many of the classrooms will be up 
to date on the different types of business software used. 
According to Gowan, the building will be modeled after 
some of the corporate environments she visited.
“We want to create an environment that features the 
latest technology, more closely mirroring the work envi-
ronment our students will soon encounter,” Gowan said. 
Jerry Benson, Faculty Senate provost and senior vice 
president for academic affairs said, “Our faculty does a 
great job in creatively using the space we have, but the 
opportunity to work together to build a new building 
that would provide additional space for the COB pro-
grams is exciting.”
With Showker and the new building, COB will have 
approximately twice as much space as it has now — 
190,000 square feet.
With the existing building being refurbished, Chan-
dler Hall will come down and Mrs. Greens will move to 
the new COB building.
Many faculty and staff as well as students believe 
that these plans for the building will benefit the JMU 
community. 
“We are already a highly ranked college of busi-
ness and now we are ready for a facility that will 
enhance what we are currently doing,” Gowan said.
ContaCt Kayla Rini at rinikm@dukes.jmu.edu.
matt schmachteNberg  / the breeze
Zane Showker Hall, which opened up to students in 1991, was named after businessman 
and former JMU Board of Visitors rector and benefactor, Zane D. Showker. 
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math | New and Improv.’d hosting 
Super Bowl-themed party tonight 
seNate | Computer security task force considered after recent breach
solar | Students use science to 
make real world changes in energy
daNIelle epIfaNIo  / the Breeze
Sophomore engineering majors Matthew Mason (left) and Devon Paysour get a hands-on lesson 
with solar panels as they work to find ways of making the technology more powerful and effective. 
from page 3
of energy by optimizing the amount of energy 
an individual panel collects.
The team hopes to make this work by per-
fecting a model theorized by one of Nagel’s 
previous students, Frederic Barth, who 
designed the model for his undergraduate 
thesis while he was attending JMU as a for-
eign exchange student last summer. 
The model surrounds a solar panel in a 
lightweight metallic 
box which is in turn 
surrounded by four 
mirrors to increase the 
intensity of sunlight 
that eventually hits 
the panel, which under 
ideal conditions will 
produce more energy. 
However, the greater 
light intensity is also 
accompanied by a 
greater heat intensity, 
which isn’t ideal for 
the individual solar 
cells in the panel — 
these cells are made 
up of semiconductor 
material which thrives 
better under cooler temperatures associated 
with lesser amounts of light intensity.
“Semiconducting materials are very tem-
perature dependent, ideally they would want 
to be super cool, at zero degrees or colder,” 
Nagel said. 
The model addresses the problem of 
increased heat by adding a layer of fluid held 
between two thin, transparent pieces of glass. 
A motor then generates this layer of fluid back 
and forth right above the panel to keep the 
semiconductor materials cool. If the fluid was 
not moved back and forth by the generator, 
it would evaporate as the light intensity and 
heat increased. The team is still experiment-
ing with different types of fluids to use as a 
cooling agent, but one more major problem 
of the model is that the motor powering the 
cooling system still requires an independent 
energy source.
While the case of the motor is a setback, the 
model, which is still in its infant stage, has also 
showed promise in the lab, as Nagel says it has 
been able to hit efficiency levels of 50 percent, 
comparatively higher than the 20 percent of a 
normal solar panel.
 This preliminary 
data could point toward 
a bright future for solar 
panels by diminishing 
what the U.S. Energy 
Information Adminis-
tration estimates to be 
18.89 million barrels 
of oil each day. Bob 
Kolvoord, dean of the 
College of Integrated 
Science and Engineer-
ing is pleased by this 
reduction.
“The supply of oil 
and other fossil fuels is 
limited,” Kolvoord said. 
“I think if we are not 
thinking about renew-
able energy we are not thinking about our 
future.” 
While there are still kinks to be worked 
out in the system, there is optimism in the 
research team’s ranks.
“I plan on working on it for my junior and 
senior year as well for our capstone project we 
have to do,” Paysour said. “And I think with all 
that time that we have and all the knowledge 
we’re gaining, I think it’s something that could 
be implemented in the real world.”
coNtact William Mason at 
mason3wj@dukes.jmu.edu.
martiN | Students find value in 
comparing past and present events
from front
think it’s important to talk about these issues of 
diversity and inclusion.” 
Many believe it’s an important way that stu-
dents can become involved in the conversations, 
and the relevance of this discussion, in light of the 
recent deaths of Michael Brown and Eric Garner, 
isn’t lost in the community. 
“In light of the lack of grand jury indictments 
across the United States, we’re excited for this 
event,” Krzanowski said. “Trayvon Martin was 
one of the more recent incidents showcased on 
national news — he really brought this issue to 
the public ’s 
attention.” 
Awareness 
is a necessary 
component to 
change, and 
Krzanowski 
understands 
that Martin’s 
death was not 
a n  i s o l a t e d 
incident. 
“These inci-
dents of bias 
happen all over 
the country,” 
Krzanowski 
said. “It’s not just contained to one area or one 
race, so I think it’s important for the JMU com-
munity to form [its] own opinions.”
Controversy is apparent in cases such as Mar-
tin’s, and disagreements regarding the details of 
his death continue today. Zimmerman claims he 
was following Martin around a Florida neighbor-
hood because there had been prior burglaries in 
the neighborhood and he had suspected Martin 
of having the same motives. 
Zimmerman called police who instructed him 
not to pursue Martin. Nevertheless, Zimmerman 
eventually caught up to Martin and confronted 
him. That’s when Zimmerman claims he acted in 
self-defense when shooting and killing the teen-
ager after he allegedly began to assault him. 
Whether or not people believe these incidents 
are considered acts of injustice, Krzanowski 
believes that programs such as Wednesday’s will 
encourage people to think critically and come to 
their opinions.
Many, including senior intelligence analysis 
major Christina Carr, are excited that the event 
will be held in February, which is nationally rec-
ognized as Black History Month.  
“The relevance of Black History Month is 
another important factor. Because while this is a 
black issue, it isn’t only a black issue, but when it 
comes to the black community, it hits even hard-
er as it has been going on for so many years,” Carr, 
who works with D.E.E.P. Impact, said. 
While much of Black History Month examines 
the injustices of the past, Carr looks forward to 
discussions on more current events. 
“We see pro-
gression but we 
still see some 
of those same 
characteristics 
of oppression 
from the past, 
and they need 
to be acknowl-
edged,” she said. 
“It’s important 
for our genera-
tion to recognize 
the correlation 
between then 
and now, and 
have a venue 
where they can learn more about it and express 
their feelings.” 
Transitioning out of tolerance and into 
acceptance for others is something Krzanowski 
hopes is a major takeaway. 
Krzanowski hopes students are able to rec-
ognize that these are lived experiences that 
should be valued.
While focused on race relations and insti-
tutional prejudice, Krzanowski believes it 
can foster identity about a variety of different 
topics. 
“When you look at identity and the intersec-
tions of identity, there are a lot of aspects of 
who a person is and you can’t just look at race,” 
Krzanowski said. “Gender, sexual orientation, 
ability or disability; it all intersects.”
coNtact Samantha Ellis at 
ellissl@dukes.jmu.edu.
“i am trayvoN martiN”
Cost: free
Date: Wednesday, feb. 4, 
Time: 7 p.m.
Where: Wilson hall auditorium
for more information call 540-568-6636
“the supply of oil and other 
fossil fuels is limited. I 
think if we are not thinking 
about renewable energy 
we are not thinking 
about our future.”
Bob Kolvoord
dean of the College of Integrated 
Science and Engineering 
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seem daunting to most. Rosenhouse, though, 
has found his niche of working with the iso-
perimetric numbers of a Cayley graph. 
“Remember that a graph is just a diagram 
composed of dots, with lines connecting 
some of the dots,” Rosenhouse said. “The 
isoperimetric number measures how easy it 
is to break the graph into pieces by remov-
ing edges. Imagine something that looks like 
a barbell. If you cut that one line that con-
nects the two big balls on either side, then 
the graph has been fractured into two piec-
es. That’s a small isoperimetric number. On 
the other hand, if everything is connected to 
everything else, then you would have to cut 
a lot of the lines to fracture the graph. That’s 
a high isoperimetric number.” 
Rosenhouse sees practical application of 
this theory in the business of network con-
nections. According to Rosenhouse, it solves 
the puzzle of finding the optimal [point] 
between the corners of the graph. 
Hoping to base the talk off the podcast 
“You’re the Expert,” Anca Constantin and Kle-
bert Feitosa helped organize the event, along 
with those at JMuse Cafe. Both are JMU phys-
ics professors who urged on this project. 
“There is no need to be afraid of science. 
People have this mental block of math,” Con-
stantin said. “So having comedians, the hope 
[is that] we break it out of everybody. “People 
are going to think and make predictions.”
Constantin’s questions, along with lively 
retorts from Rosenhouse and the comedians, 
was well-received by the audience. Benjamin 
Daniel, a freshman computer science and 
engineering double major, left feeling jovial. 
“It exceeded my expectations,” Daniel said. 
“I expected something where I can learn a 
little bit of math from doing it. And it was a 
lot more enjoyable and informative than I 
thought it would be.” 
Daniel liked the way it was presented, as 
it allowed for more of a non-mathematical 
audience to understand complex ideas, while 
also proving to be fun night. 
Amanda Anzalone, a junior media arts and 
design major, walked away understanding 
the practical applications of mathematical 
theory. 
“What he [Rosenhouse] said about math 
not being arithmetic but like a painting or 
art,” Mikail Faalasli, a senior business man-
agement major, said. “I would love to see that 
and from his perspective say, ‘what a beauti-
ful equation.’”
Rosenhouse actually tried out for his alma 
mater’s, Brown University, improv club back 
in the day, but unfortunately did not make 
it in. Disregarding that setback, he and New 
and Improv.’d emanated hilarity. The night 
sped past as the troupe answered trivia ques-
tions with a joke with each answer. 
The JMuse Cafe is hosting another simi-
lar event on Feb. 26, a Thursday in the same 
place in Rose Library. New and Improv.’d is 
hosting a show tonight in Grafton Hall from 7 
to 8:30 p.m. The event is Super Bowl-themed 
and admission is free to the public.
coNtact Chris Kent at 
kent2cm@dukes.jmu.edu.
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“Two great examples that are big categories and 
are very expensive are the Marching Royal Dukes 
and the deck service on the stadium and other 
buildings like that,” McGraw said. “If the bill were 
to pass as it is currently written ... [we] could at 
least mostly — if not entirely — make up for that 
expense by calling the Marching Royal Dukes 
an academic expense, as opposed to an athletic 
expense.” 
However, the redefinition of the MRDs took sec-
ond place in last week’s meeting to the discussions 
relating to the main two topics of the meeting: the 
Madison Vision Teaching Excellence award for 
faculty members and JMU’s official response to 
the recent information security breach. 
Of the two, the award was more divisive, espe-
cially over concerns that it might turn into a 
“popularity contest,” depending on whether it 
was awarded based on student recommendations. 
Other methods of determining award recipients 
were more difficult to gauge and implement, but 
might offer a better overall gauge of an individual 
instructor’s merits.  
In its current form, the award is planned to have 
a $3,000 annual budget, divided into three indi-
vidual awards of $1,000 each. This is a change from 
the original award, which was altered amid con-
cerns it might belittle the prestige of other existing 
awards. 
“People have said that the original amount of 
the award was too high. Some people wanted it to 
not be more prestigious than the provost awards, 
and I’m committed to the principle of [the award] 
more than any specific details, so I went ahead 
and changed it to $1,000,” Mark Rankin, an associ-
ate professor of English responsible for alterations 
to the award’s legislation, said. 
Rankin went on to explain that there were also 
concerns that the award would favor those who 
taught large numbers of students, thanks to the 
larger volume of feedback they would naturally 
be receiving. However, this was not deemed a 
sufficient reason to eliminate the bill creating the 
award. 
“I simply inserted wording recognizing [that] 
the award wasn’t perfect, and that the spirit and 
merits of the award are worth pushing forward 
in spite of the potential drawback,“ Rankin said, 
indicating that the award might undergo further 
alterations before its inception. 
The issue of miniature horses came up briefly, 
continuing a line of discussion from last Novem-
ber’s meeting. While uncommon, miniature 
horses are occasionally used in place of guide 
dogs, either because of preference or for medi-
cal reasons — a dog allergy, for instance. While 
none are currently known to serve a member of 
the JMU community, the proposal
 agreed that they would be allowed to use one 
in the future, if desired. However, the discussion 
quickly moved to more pressing matters. 
Perhaps the most-discussed topic at the 
meeting was what to do about December’s infor-
mation security breach. This occurred when a 
spreadsheet containing sensitive personal data 
was able to be accessed by an unspecified third 
party, according to Dale Hulvey, JMU’s assistant 
vice president of Information Technology. The 
data available during the breach included the 
social security numbers and insurance informa-
tion of up to 2,800 JMU faculty and staff.
“I’ve had more people contact me through 
email, phone calls, in person, walking across 
campus and so on [about it] than probably any 
other issue since I’ve been speaker,” McGraw said 
of the breach. “I know there’s a lot of faculty con-
cern about that.”
The breach was then discussed briefly during 
the senate provost report and at some length 
later. 
“I would ask you to keep in mind that this 
really is a national phenomenon,” Jerry Benson, 
provost and senior vice president for academic 
affairs, said. “Colleges and universities are really 
being picked on [by hackers].”
Benson went on to say that the university was 
moving forward on the issue, seeking quotes 
about the cost of extending the duration of exist-
ing identity-protection services enacted since the 
breach, adding that information such as credit 
card or banking numbers and passwords were 
not included in the compromised file. 
One proposal under consideration is the forma-
tion of a computer security task force to gauge the 
university’s computer security status and report 
back to the senate. 
“The idea is more of an audit — people we trust, 
members of the faculty who could look into what’s 
being done at JMU in terms of computer security 
and report back to us,” McGraw said, adding that it 
would also be a good idea to contact members of 
the JMU Computer Science and Computer Infor-
mation Systems departments who have expertise 
in these matters. “We’d put together a team of 
people who know what they’re talking about, 
who have independence … who could come 
back and give us a report about what they think.”
coNtact Evan McAllister at 
mcalliem@dukes.jmu.edu.
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thanks for the upswing in darts & Pats. Keep it up.
Submit at breezejmu.org and on our Facebook page.
A “quit-taking-the-low-hanging-fruit” 
dart to The Breeze. 
From someone who thinks you should 
do some research into Greek life instead of 
just constantly referencing the same JMU 
incidents.
A “you-make-my-coffee-sweeter” pat 
to Ms. Kia and Wilma at the Student Success 
Center Dunkin’ Donuts whose smiles and 
friendly words brighten everyone’s day! 
From a groggy junior who loves positive 
energy and good vibes.
A “stop-whining-and-tip-your-
bartenders-and-servers-when-you-go-
out” dart to the girl-child who’s ready to be 
treated like an adult.
From a JMU senior who has paid for 
every dime of her college career by working 
in restaurants at night, no thanks to those 
21-year-old JMU “adults.”
A “love-the-devotion” pat to professors 
who still make it to JMU during awful 
weather so students don’t fall behind. 
From someone who realizes that it’s nice to 
have a bunch of cancelled classes, but that we 
also pay for it on test day.
A “you-know-that’s-considered-
stealing-right?” dart to the student 
who was tasting grapes out of the bags at 
Wal-Mart.  
From a senior who watched you sample 
away, then not even buy any of the bags you 
ate from. 
A “that’s-not-fair-that’s-just-not-fair” 
dart to the Bill Lumberg-esque leadership at 
JMU that needs me to go ahead and come in 
on a Saturday to make up for the snow day.
From someone who is in school to avoid 
being asked to work on a Saturday!
A “God-is-that-you?” pat to the Big Duke 
up in the sky for snowing out school on 
Monday.
From a student who wonders what his 
grade will be if Monday classes never meet.
A “thanks-for-the-hypothermia” dart 
to the 100 Days Countdown for making 
us hungry seniors wait in the cold for 40 
minutes and coming in to find out all the 
food was gone. 
From an angry senior who just wanted a 
T-shirt.
darts & Pats are anonymously submitted and printed on a space-available basis.
Submissions creatively depict a given situation, person or event and do not necessarily reflect the truth.
Submit darts & Pats at breezejmu.org
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Proposed Virginia law misses the mark
General Assembly bill requiring mandatory sexual assault reporting lacks empathy and would negatively affect survivors
The Virginia General Assembly is 
considering a number of bills intended 
to combat sexual assault on campuses. 
Among them is SB 712, which requires 
that university employees who learn of an 
assault report it to police within 24 hours or 
face a misdemeanor charge. The proposed 
law appears to be an eager, simplistic 
solution to a complex problem. Legislators 
hope to punish rapists and prevent future 
assaults  and keep college judicial boards 
from having to deal with sexual assault 
accusations internally. 
Unfortunately, the bill has failed to take 
into account the voices of those it’s trying 
to help. Sexual assault survivors, advocates 
and university representatives have 
expressed serious reservations about using 
mandatory reporting as a blanket solution. 
Survivors are already hesitant to report, and 
facing scrutiny from police, media, family 
and friends is understandably daunting 
for someone who has experienced trauma. 
After going through such an experience, it’s 
important for survivors to be able to talk 
to someone they trust. Charity O’Connor, 
a senior writing, rhetoric and technical 
communication major and president of 
JMU’s Campus Assault ResponsE (CARE), 
said that “it’s been proven that a survivor's 
first disclosure is most critical to their 
continued recovery; so if they are met with 
an immediate requirement 
involving police, it could 
negatively impact their 
recovery and prevent them 
from disclosing further and 
seeking help.” 
S o m e  s u p p o r t e r s  o f 
m a n d a t o r y  r e p o r t i n g 
believe this is the best 
method for increasing the 
number of reported assaults. 
How ever,  as  campus es 
inform students and expand 
conversations about sexual 
assault, survivors feel more comfortable 
coming forward. Joshua Bacon, director 
of the Office of Student Accountability 
and Restorative Practices, stated in a recent 
university panel that reports of assault at 
JMU have “skyrocketed” in recent years. 
Safe spaces for survivors to report 
assaults is a positive development that 
needs to continue and which mandatory 
police reporting laws are unlikely to 
promote. O’Connor adds that it “creates a 
general climate of distrust and anxiety” and 
that “requiring police reporting would be a 
grave violation of [a safe and 
supportive] environment, 
and I'm willing to bet it 
would gradually reverse the 
upward trend we have been 
seeing.”
There’s  an issue of 
priorities at play — do we 
want to punish rapists or 
help survivors? 
The easy answer is both, 
but mandatory reporting 
emphasizes punishment for 
perpetrators over a victim’s 
individual needs as they apply on a case-
by-case basis. Ensuring that survivors 
have a selection of resources and options 
after their assaults are more important 
than ensuring that their aggressors are 
penalized right away.
The decision about whether to report 
a sexual assault to police should belong 
to the victim. Survivors have already 
been through situations in which they’re 
stripped of their agency — and depriving 
them of individual decision-making power 
won’t help them heal. We believe it’s 
more likely to hinder justice and prevent 
survivors from coming forward. Deciding 
to tell someone else about a traumatic 
experience is difficult enough. We should 
empower survivors with resources and 
options to maintain control of their 
situations — and these options should offer 
a pathway to the criminal justice system, if 
the survivor chooses.
We stand with CARE, Virginia21, George 
Mason University, The College of William 
& Mary, the Washington Post Editorial 
Board, Virginia Sexual and Domestic 
Violence Action Alliance and many others 
in opposing this legislation. It’s crucial 
that, in the battle against sexual assault, 
legislators and university administrators 
prioritize survivor experience, student 
voices and expert opinion. We must reject 
simplistic “quick fixes” like SB 712 which 
fail to recognize the nuanced reality of 
sexual assault on campuses.
The decision 
about whether to 
report a sexual 
assault to police 
should belong 
to the victim.
6  Monday, February 2, 2015  breezejmu.org OPINION
1070 Lois Lane  •  540.432.0600
SOUTHVIEWJM.COM
SAVE 
$150
W I T H  R E D U C E D  F E E S
APPLY TODAY 
FOR 
FALL 2015
YOU’RE 
GOING 
TO 
LOVE 
IT 
HERE
KEVAN HULLIGAN |  the war room
Down with the king
New Saudi leader has sketchy ties to terrorist groups
The funeral for the 
former King Abdullah of 
Saudi Arabia is coming 
to a close, and so is the 
ascension of the new King 
Salman bin Abdulaziz 
to the highest office in 
the land. There has also 
been plenty of reflection 
on both the legacy of the 
now deceased Abdullah and the relationship 
between the United States and Saudi Arabia. 
Many media outlets have fallen over 
themselves, proclaiming the late monarch 
as a “reformer,” and turning his proverbial 
molehills of progress into mountains, 
while hoping that the new king will 
continue that legacy. The problem 
here is that these media outlets have 
taken any kind of reform in Saudi 
Arabia as great reform, but simply 
making slight changes isn’t grounds 
to be praised. 
There are troubling aspects of 
Salman’s past that make the coming 
future look bleak. The U.S., as one 
of their principal allies, must be 
harder on the Saudis and their new 
king to improve their human rights 
situation and to come down harder 
on extremist Islam in the region.
One of the biggest niceties placed 
on the now-dead Abdullah was 
that he was a strong opponent of 
extremist groups, having his police 
forces crush groups within his borders. This 
was entirely a pragmatic move by Abdullah, 
not out of a moral compulsion to destroy toxic 
elements within their own borders. When 15 
of the 19 hijackers in the 9/11 attacks were 
Saudi citizens, it would have been politically 
disastrous for him to not be demonstrably 
taking on extremist groups. 
Salman also has a murky and distressing 
history with extremist groups around the 
world. He funneled new conscripts for Afghan 
warlord Abdul Rasul Sayyaf, who is described 
as “… a mentor to both Osama bin Laden and 
9/11 mastermind Khalid Sheikh Mohammed” 
in an article by Foreign Policy. The same 
article describes a NATO investigation of a 
Saudi “charity” run by Salman in Sarajevo for 
Muslims in the Balkans, and found photos of 
attacks by al-Qaida, how-to guides on faking 
U.S. documents and maps of Washington D.C. 
with special attention given to government 
buildings.
If that wasn’t bad enough, Saudi Arabia still 
remains, even after the supposed “reforms” 
made by Abdullah, an authoritarian theocracy 
that enforces its laws with the lash and the 
truncheon. A blogger in Saudi Arabia by 
the name of Raif Badawi was convicted of 
“insulting Islam” and was sentenced to 1,000 
lashes in public and a decade behind bars. 
It’s still a country ruled by an autocratic ruling 
family with any sort of political 
dissent beaten down to a pulp 
by the forces of oppression 
within the state. It’s a country 
that still treats women like lesser 
beings, with laws prohibiting 
them from going out without 
a man, walking with them or 
even driving a car. They also 
behead women for practicing 
“witchcraft.”
Can the U.S. continue to stand 
by and parade itself around 
with the leader of a country so 
horrific and authoritarian as 
this? Doesn’t that undermine 
our commitment to human 
rights and democracy across 
the world? Obama,  and 
whoever takes his place in 
2016, needs to continue to put pressure on the 
Saudi government to push further substantial 
reforms that guarantee the basic human rights 
of political dissidents and women within their 
borders before they can be taken seriously as 
an international player. 
I shed no tears for the deceased autocrat 
and dictator Abdullah, good riddance to bad 
rubbish. I don’t hold much hope for Salman 
either, given his past, and can only raise my 
voice against a system of perpetual violence 
and oppression. 
Kevan Hulligan is a senior political science 
major. Contact Kevan at hulligkx@dukes.
jmu.edu.
MICHAEL GARCIA |  food for thought
Drop aid, not bombs
US needs raise humanitarian efforts and not military strikes
It seems that whenever a new threat arises 
in the form of a terrorist organization, the 
United States response tends to be in the 
form of hellfire-seeking missiles or predator 
drones. It’s an appeasing solution because 
we can physically assess the damage and 
how effective the strike was in eliminating 
“x” number of terrorists and destroying “y” 
number of properties. 
Unfortunately, it seems that we equate 
these results with how effective our campaign 
is against terrorism. For instance, a Pentagon 
official recently stated that the military 
campaign against ISIL has eliminated 6,000 
terrorists — at the cost of $1.3 billion — 
insinuating that progress is being made. U.S. 
Secretary of Defense Chuck Hagel was quick 
to respond to the inaccuracy of equating 
destruction and loss of life with victory, as he 
stated, “I was in a war where there were body 
counts every day and we lost that war,” referring 
to his time in Vietnam.
What Hagel failed to mention is that instead 
of assessing effectiveness in terms of body 
counts, there have been territory concessions 
made by ISIL.
I believe it’s incorrect for us to ask, “How 
can we eliminate terrorist groups?” Rather, we 
should be asking, “How did they get to where 
they are today?” By asking the latter question, 
we will then be able to answer the former. The 
situation in Iraq is far too complex to address 
in this brief piece, so let’s look at al-Qaida in 
the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP), which operates 
out of Yemen — the terrorist organization that 
recently claimed responsibility for the Charlie 
Hebdo attack.
As the poorest country in the Middle 
East, over 50 percent of the Yemenis are 
unemployed, affected by malnutrition and live 
underneath the poverty line. Unsurprisingly, 
prior to Yemen’s revolution in 2011, and after 
the revolution, corruption was rampant and 
there was a lack of government services in most 
areas outside of the capital. 
In 2009, AQAP formed itself in Yemeni 
provinces that fell under the bottom “of virtually 
all of Yemen’s development indicators” and 
was able to exploit local grievances in order to 
gain support. In fact, it has been documented 
that many of the locals did not support their 
ideology, but due to the government’s inability 
to build a school, the locals would “rather have 
their kids get an al-Qaida education than be 
illiterate.”  
This is an extremely brief synopsis of how 
AQAP, and other terrorist groups, gain country 
support and are able to commit atrocities. 
These groups exploit local community 
grievances which are mainly due to the 
government’s inability, or unwillingness (as 
was the case in Iraq), to provide basic goods 
and services. Therefore, dropping bombs is 
a reactive solution to a problem that doesn’t 
necessarily require violence. Yet, the U.S. has 
constantly been unwilling to place the money 
flow in the right direction.
In 2013, the U.S. provided Yemen with 
$115 million in foreign aid, which mostly 
came in the form of humanitarian aid and a 
few developmental projects. To put this in 
perspective, the U.S. is currently spending 
$8.3 million a day on its campaign against ISIL. 
Ironically, if this price tag stays the same for the 
rest of the year, it will be double the amount the 
U.S. spends on its “peace and security” sector 
within their foreign aid. In fact, U.S. foreign aid, 
which does not include military aid, constitutes 
less than one percent of the U.S. budget.
As a result, the U.S. is breaking a promise 
that it made to the international community 
in 1970 and in 2002. The United Nations has 
long realized the correlation between the 
lack of governmental goods and services with 
violence, and created a set of goals, which 
could be achieved if the wealthier nations of 
the world contributed 0.7 percent of their gross 
national income (GNI). The U.S. promised to 
do just that.
U.S. officials and political pundits constantly 
boast that we give the most foreign aid out of 
any country, as the U.S. gave roughly $31 billion 
in 2013. However, this constitutes only 0.19 
percent of our GNI, placing us in the 20th spot 
in terms of spending as a percent of our GNI. 
In a sense, the U.S. is shortchanging the world 
by $88 billion.
Unfortunately, it’s hard to sell the American 
people on spending 2 percent of the budget 
on foreign aid that is hard to see. Yet, as one 
Yemeni journalist stated before a U.S. Senate 
committee, “had the United States built a 
school or hospital, it would have instantly 
changed the lives of my fellow villagers 
for the better and been the most effective 
counterterrorism tool.” 
Michael Garcia is a public administration 
graduate student. Contact Michael at 
garci2ma@dukes.jmu.edu.
I believe it’s incorrect for 
us to ask, “How can we 
eliminate terrorist groups?” 
Rather, we should be 
asking, “How did they get 
to where they are today?”
Can the U.S. 
continue to 
stand by and 
parade itself 
around with 
the leader of 
a country so 
horrific and 
authoritarian 
as this?
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DON’T SWITCH THE CHANNEL YET
Editors picks on this year’s best superbowl commercials, page 8
DESIGNING DOWNTOWN
He’s a thinker
JMU alum Derek Niver lets his 
love of music drive his work
By ROBYN SMITH
The Breeze
Derek Niver (’14), a graphic designer and 
social media manager and bartender at Clem-
entine Cafe, a downtown restaurant and music 
venue, discusses his art and what inspires him 
to create.
 
What made you stay in Harrisonburg after you 
graduated?
… Really, it’s a funny town if you move 
downtown and you’re a part of the res-
taurant and music culture. It has a way of 
kind of sucking you in because everyone’s 
so friendly. There are so many community 
events that happen, like MACROCK or Art 
Lotto, where a bunch of artists get together 
and pull names out of a hat and whoever’s 
name you draw out of the hat you draw 
them. You draw a portrait of them … It’s this 
weird thing. I had no idea downtown even 
existed until I moved down here … It didn’t 
really hit me that downtown was a really cool 
place until I got a job at Clementine … 
 
How does it feel to be a part of that community?
It feels awesome. I don’t know how to 
explain it … Every day, I walk to work or 
to The Artful Dodger to write up an email 
newsletter for Clementine and I know 
everyone along the way … It is just a really 
friendly town. Everyone’s just very support-
ive, no matter what you do. It’s a little band 
of artists and musicians and creators that all 
have this love for, well, … there’s no chains. 
Everything is basically locally owned. I guess 
that sort of mentality is easy to fall in love 
with when everyone around you is working 
toward the same goal. That’s why I stayed. 
Instead of shipping up to L.A. or New York 
and getting lost in all that craziness, why not 
stick around and try to make Harrisonburg 
the perfect place?
 
Where do you draw inspiration from as an artist?
So, do you know when you see the story 
in your head, but you don’t know what the 
word you’re looking for, or combination of 
words you need to use to execute that idea 
and get people to share that same idea with 
you? Empathize that with you? I guess that’s 
sort of my goal when I do art. Even if I can’t 
explain it in words or I can’t draw it on a 
piece of paper, I have these ideas that are 
these images that are floating around in my 
brain and I see something that reminds me 
of what I saw. Everything comes together for 
a split second in my mind and then it’s gone 
and I have to try to remember what that was 
and try to do it, whether it’s wood-burning 
or pen and ink or water-coloring raccoons, I 
have to get it out and try to capture it before 
it leaves forever.
 
What is your favorite medium to work with?
Pen and ink.
 
And you transfer it onto a computer from there?
Sometimes … I draw something and then 
I etch it into an aluminum plate and then 
run it through a press. There’s some sort of 
magical energy to it, like I have to develop it, 
but most of my stuff I would draw on paper 
with pens.
 
What’s the symbol on all your drawings?
My name in Mandarin, I think. I had a 
friend in middle school. I haven’t talked to 
him in years but he brought that back from 
Taiwan and it was supposedly my name. I 
just found it one day and … I like a lot of 
Japanese style art; well, not just Japanese, 
a lot of eastern art like Japanese woodblock 
prints and they always stamped theirs. So I 
figured, I have my name, why am I signing 
myself when I could just stamp it?
CONTACT Robyn Smith at 
breezearts@gmail.com.
DANIEL STEIN / THE BREEZE
Derek Niver (’14) got his start in graphic design 
when he made event posters for MACROCK, a local 
music festival. For a class, he designed menus for 
Clementine Cafe, a downtown restaurant that hired 
him to redesign its actual menus. His menu design is 
still in use today.
A safe space for women
New club encourages positive communication and self-love
TEDDY NELSON / THE BREEZE
The second meeting of I Am That Girl, a club that fosters positive communication amongst women, was held last Wednesday, Jan. 28. 
The women sit in a circle on the floor in order to create a safe space to share personal stories and anecdotes with each other.
By NATALIE MILLER
The Breeze
“Can we all agree that this is a 
judgment-free zone?” Kate Poppe asked 
via Skype.
The 40 young women in attendance 
of the first I Am That Girl club meeting 
were instructed to take turns speaking 
to the group about something that they 
admire about themselves or a recent 
accomplishment that they have had. 
Their short announcement would begin 
with “I am a bada-- because … ” and 
they finished with a personal reason. 
The women then explained why their 
personal trait or accomplishment, which 
could’ve been anything from body image 
to sexual accomplishments, made them 
feel proud, which promoted positive 
dialogue among the women.
The women were initially hesitant 
to share very personal information to 
a room of strangers, but tension eased 
as the exercise continued around the 
circle. Together, the women confidently 
shared their successes, no matter how 
small or racy. Any uneasiness melted 
into laughter and claps of agreement and 
encouragement for their fellow women. 
Rather than worrying about seeming 
cocky or strange, the women shared 
positive events in their lives and were 
met with only positive words. 
 I Am That Girl (IATG) is an 
international organization that 
encourages young women to speak their 
minds about topics that concern them, 
no matter how personal or unusual they 
may be. This semester JMU has founded 
a chapter of this organization on campus.
IATG promotes self-love and 
discourage negative competition 
between women over personal successes 
and the attention of potential sexual 
partners. The club’s founders, Alexis 
Jones and Emily Greener, created the 
group in 2008 when they first met at a 
party, which became an unexpected 
location for an insightful conversation. 
Since then, the organization has 
expanded worldwide, with 129 chapters 
in countries including the United States, 
Canada and Brazil. Each new chapter is 
sent a binder of information and possible 
discussion topics for meetings, such as 
body image improvement and how to be 
successful in a professional setting.
“We want to have a space for people 
to come talk and be comfortable in their 
own skin,” senior social work major 
and secretary of JMU’s chapter of IATG 
Stephanie Ross said.
Kate Poppe, director of the United 
States chapters of IATG, told the full story 
of I Am That Girl via a Skype conference 
with prospective members of the new 
JMU chapter during the interest meeting 
last Wednesday night. All 40 women sat 
in a circle on the floor to speak with 
Poppe, who described how Jones and 
Greener met and their idea for a kinder, 
more inclusive environment for young 
women. The founders believed that 
young women often feel threatened by 
one another and try to undermine each 
others’ successes in order to feel secure. 
IATG aims to bring women together 
to celebrate each other and personal 
success rather than diminish others’ 
happiness.
Poppe led the opening meeting 
activity from her home in Wisconsin.
Poppe also explained the four core 
values of IATG: be loving, give back, 
lift each other up and speak your truth. 
These values are intended to be followed 
by members both during meetings and 
in their personal lives. According to 
IATG, the title of “That Girl” refers to a 
woman being the best version of herself. 
“[IATG] sounded like a cute idea 
but when I got there it was more than 
I expected, in a good way,” junior 
communications major Leah Jacobs 
said. “All the girls were awesome and it 
was fun getting to know them. I think the 
club is a great way for girls to talk about 
anything we think is important to us and 
to bring us all together.”
Sarah Richin, a senior social work 
major, founded JMU’s chapter of IATG 
with the best version of herself in mind. 
Richin’s younger sister started a branch 
of IATG at Elon University in Elon, North 
Carolina.
“Over Thanksgiving break my sister 
was talking about how she had met all 
these girls through this group,” Richin 
said “I got excited and wanted to bring 
that to JMU.” 
Future meetings will continue to open 
with members sharing positive aspects 
of themselves and their lives. Then they 
will follow pre-planned activities and 
discussions. The organization intends 
to create a safe, welcoming environment 
for young women to speak their minds 
and share opinions and positivity with 
one another. 
“We want to turn self-doubt into self-
love,” Richin said.
The leaders intend to host group 
events such as potlucks, documentary 
viewings and confidence-boosting 
activities. Though this is a nonprofit 
group, Richin has designed a T-shirt 
that members can wear. Meetings 
are on Wednesday nights. For more 
information, follow IATG on Instagram.
CONTACT Natalie Miller at 
millernk@dukes.jmu.edu.
“We want to turn self-
doubt into self-love”
Sarah Richin
senior social work major 
and president of the JMU 
chapter of I Am That Girl
YOUTUBE | Love of learning inspires videos
from front
 
subscribers. The company pays her accordingly based on the num-
ber of views on her videos. Brabham gets an average of about $20 
a month.
YouTube is the reason she chose digital video and cinema as 
her concentration in JMU’s School of Media Arts and Design. For 
each video, she typically spends about one hour filming and two 
hours editing.
“I want to make videos all the time, but I am such a perfection-
ist,” Brabham confessed. 
While at JMU she attempts to make a video about once a month, 
but admits that it’s a little “sporadic.”
Brabham gets her inspiration for content from her education 
at JMU.
“A lot of it comes from school lectures because I love learning,” 
she said. “I have a list of ideas on my phone that I could pull from.” 
One idea on her list is a “life talk” series on one-sided contro-
versial issues such as views on higher education.
Lauren Makely, a junior anthropology major from Culpeper, Vir-
ginia, and Brabham’s roommate, has made a guest appearance in 
a college advice video.
“I’ve learned so much from her,” Makely said. “When I’m 
stressed out she makes me look at the bigger picture.”
Making YouTube videos has given Brabham a creative outlet for 
her love of motivating others.
“I like storytelling, inspiring people and talking to people, and 
I love making content,” Brabham said.
Her audience occasionally recognizes her in public.
“One time I was walking down the beach with my friends, and 
this girl was staring at me,” Brabham said. “Five minutes later the 
same girl runs up behind me and asked if I was Mia. I hugged her 
to take a picture, and she was shaking.”
Mia’s friend Morgan Gaines, a junior communication major 
from Fredericksburg, Virginia, joined the YouTube community 
this past summer. She’s uploaded three videos related to beauty 
and fashion to her channel.
“I love knowing someone is being benefited, and will get some-
thing good out of it,” Gaines said.
Dolores Flamiano, a media arts and design professor, described 
Brabham as  “a dynamic and engaging young woman.”
“I think she has the potential to change our media landscape 
for the better,” Flamiano said.
Brabham said she would love to consider YouTube as a career.
“Reaching people and changing peoples’ lives is what I want 
to do.” 
CONTACT Gloria Patterson at pattergg@dukes.jmu.edu.
KELSEY HARDING / THE BREEZE
Mia’s Advice
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“ALL–POWERLESS” BY MOPHIE
WAYNE EPPS JR. – SPORTS
“STEVE BUSCEMI AS JAN? MAYBE MY 
NEW FAVORITE COMMERICAL EVER.”
“IF THERE’S A CAT JUDGING A HUMAN, 
IT’LL PROBABLY BE MY FAVORITE.”
“IT’S SO CUTE!”
“IT ENCOURAGES ABUSED SPOUSES TO COME FORWARD AND IT 
REMINDS US OF THE NIGHTMARE THESE VICTIMS CALL ‘HOME.’”
“IT’S A CLEVER TAKE ON A PROBLEM THAT 
EVERYBODY EXPERIENCES FROM DAY TO DAY.”
“I JUST THOUGHT IT WAS WITTY HOW THEY 
PLAYED NATURE INTO SPORTING EVENTS.”
“#FIRSTDRAFTEVER” BY 
AVOCADOS FROM MEXICO
RICHIE BOZEK – SPORTS
“THE BRADY BUNCH” BY SNICKERS
LAUREN HUNT – LIFE
NO MORE’S OFFICIAL SUPER BOWL 
ROBYN SMITH – LIFE
“LOST DOG” BY BUDWEISER
AMANDA ELLISON – ART DIRECTOR
“DEAR KITTEN: REGARDING THE BIG GAME” 
BY FRISKIES
KELSEY HARDING – GRAPHICS
WATCH OUR PICKS AT BREEZEJMU.ORG. TWEET US YOUR PICKS AT @BREEZELIFEJMU.
By Bennett Conlin 
contributing writer 
JMU fencing isn’t the most well-known club at JMU, nor is it 
the winningest club. But what the team lacks in notoriety, it more 
than makes up for in camaraderie. 
While many students know very little about fencing, that 
doesn’t prevent the club from gaining several new members 
each year, including 15 last semester alone. 
Many new members join the club after their interest is peaked 
at Student Org Night.
“At the first Student Org Night I found their table and they 
were so nice,” freshman nursing major Hali Padot said. “They 
were dressed up in their outfits and they promised they’d teach 
us with lessons.”
While they may peak people’s interest at the event, retention 
of members can be tough because fencing is such a large time 
commitment. Club vice president and senior math major Derek 
Anderson uses an upbeat attitude to help keep fencers engaged 
in and out of practice. 
“One thing I’ve tried a lot lately is being very enthusiastic,” 
Anderson said. “It’s mostly about making connections, being 
friends with them, getting them to come to events outside of 
fencing practice.”
Another challenge for the club is that most JMU fencers come 
to college with no fencing experience at all, so the more experi-
enced members of the club must teach the newcomers exactly 
how fencing works. 
“The rules are a little bit of a learning curve, but we cover that 
really well,” club president and senior intelligence analysis major 
Liam Barrett said. 
Anderson runs the practices and he preaches proper form to 
the new fencers. 
“We spend the first few weeks focused on form and footwork,” 
Anderson said. “Footwork is one of the most important parts of 
fencing.”
Learning the footwork isn’t easy, as it can take years to properly 
develop the fundamentals necessary to be a successful fencer at 
the collegiate level. 
“It’s a very slow process,” Anderson said. “For me it took about 
three years.” 
Freshmen believe they can come in and at least pick up some 
of the rules and strategies of fencing because of the systematic 
teaching style of the experienced fencers. 
“It was easy to adjust because they took us step by step, lesson 
by lesson,” Padot said. “We weren’t even allowed to hold a blade 
until the third practice.”
Fencers use three different blades — foil, epee and sabre — all 
of which have slightly different rules. 
For example, sabre fencing, competitors earn points by striking 
opponents with either the point or edge of the blade, compared 
to just the point in foil and epee. 
“It was confusing for me, honestly until I learned sabre,” club 
secretary and junior media arts and design major Mikeala Skel-
ton said. “I learned sabre and suddenly all the rules started 
making sense.”
Still, the leaders of the club know that helping young fencers 
get better takes time and they’re going to make mistakes. 
“There’s a lot of trial and error,” club treasurer and sophomore 
anthropology major Adrienne Cardulla said. “A lot of first times, 
but it all works out because fencing is a great sport that you can 
get into at any point in your life.” 
When it comes to improving as fencers, the club members 
devote plenty of time and energy to practicing. The most compet-
itive fencers on the team practice for three hours each Monday 
and Wednesday night.
“It’s very physically demanding particularly if you’re competi-
tive,” Barrett said. “It’s a combination of sprint and endurance.” 
JMU fencers compete in tournaments once or twice during the 
fall semester and four to five times during the spring semester. 
While they have varied success in these tournaments, last season 
they won first place as a team in the sabre portion of the Virginia 
Cup. Winning the Virginia Cup is quite the honor for collegiate 
Virginia fencing clubs.
“The Virginia Cup is probably the biggest tournament for the 
big Virginia schools,” Anderson said. 
This weekend the club hosted a United States Fencing Asso-
ciation tournament at UREC during which they gained valuable 
experience from talented fencers from all across the Virginia and 
Washington D.C. area. Anderson encourages the young fencers 
to start competing early on in their fencing careers. 
“Go to tournaments as often as possible,” Anderson said. 
“Even before you really have everything down. Even if you do 
get crushed by someone, you learn a lot.”
Many of the club members consider the team to be a second 
family. They support each other whether it’s during a competi-
tion, or during a rough time. 
“When one of us is hurting everyone knows, but not really in a 
bad way,” Skelton said. “For example, just recently we had a girl 
and it was her birthday. A lot of us didn’t know and we felt really 
bad about that, so we threw a surprise party for her.” 
This kind of support for each other leads to the sense of family 
and togetherness that the club works to achieve. 
With an emphasis on not only learning the sport of fencing, 
but also on team bonding, the JMU fencing club is much more 
than just a sport. 
“All of my best friends are in fencing,” Cardulla said. 
“That’s almost a miracle. People who I can see myself being 
friends with for the rest of my life are right there with me.”
ContaCt Bennett Conlin at conlinbf@dukes.jmu.edu.
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Women’s laCrosse (0-1)
By Peter Cagno
The Breeze 
Unfinished business — two words that 
sum up the motivation of the women’s 
lacrosse team. After a devastating overtime 
loss to Towson University in last season’s 
Colonial Athletic Association champion-
ship, the Dukes are looking to set the record 
straight this spring. 
The roster
This season, JMU has two preseason 
All-Americans, one U.S. national team 
player and, for the second year in a row, 
four names on the preseason All-CAA ros-
ter, tied with the University of Delaware for 
most in the conference. 
Senior midfielder Alison Curwin and 
junior midfielder Taylor Gress are among 
those on the All-CAA squad, as well as 
senior defender Lexi Cross and senior 
attacker Stephanie Finley. Cross and Finley 
were also selected as preseason All-Amer-
icans — Cross receiving the third team 
nod while Finley received an honorable 
mention. 
Curwin, Gress and Finley look to take 
control of the ball and command the 
offense, while Cross’ expertise lies on the 
other half of the midfield line.
Finley also qualified for the U.S. Wom-
en’s National Team in the summer. 
“It’s a pretty amazing honor,” Finley said. 
“I’ve learned so much and I’m glad I get to 
bring back some of what I learned to help 
my team here at JMU.” 
About a year ago, head coach Shelley 
Klaes-Bawcombe told The Breeze that Fin-
ley was going to be “a force to be reckoned 
with.” Finley went on to lead the team in 
goals (44) and points (59) last season, 
adding 15 assists to her 44 goals. That per-
formance propelled her to Co-CAA Player 
of the Year honors, as well as CAA Pre-
season Player of the Year this season.
“She really is an exciting player to watch,” 
Klaes-Bawcombe said. “Last season she 
realized that her speed was an asset and she 
used it to score goals. Now she has devel-
oped and learned to utilize her speed in 
all aspects of the game, especially riding 
on defense.”
With Finley at the helm of the high 
caliber Dukes offense, Cross commands 
the other half of the field, a job that seldom 
gets as much credit. 
“I love being in the position that doesn’t 
get all the glory, because [defense] ulti-
mately pays off in the end,” Cross said.
Some young, fresh legs are also available 
to contribute. The Dukes roster contains 10 
freshmen who will look to make an impact 
for the Dukes early on.
One notable newcomer is Alaska native 
Brooks Lawler. The junior midfielder trans-
ferred to JMU after taking a year off from 
lacrosse to play ice hockey at the Universi-
ty of Alaska Fairbanks. Prior to that, Lawler 
was a member of the Northwestern Univer-
sity lacrosse team for two seasons, scoring 
seven total goals. 
“She came here and became an immedi-
ate impact player,” Klaes-Bawcombe said. 
“She has an extraordinary feel for the game 
and is a competitive machine.” 
The mentality 
While the conference champion-
ship is far on the horizon for the Dukes, 
Klaes-Bawcombe has set her sights on con-
quering what’s right in front of her. 
“Taking one day at a time, really focus-
ing on the mental toughness and what it 
takes to not just get through the day, but 
to train like a champion within the day,” 
Klaes-Bawcombe said. 
“Train like a champion everyday” is a 
motto the team considers crucial to its suc-
cess. As long as every player is giving it her 
all at every practice, that’s good enough for 
Klaes-Bawcombe.
This mentality is personified in her three 
selections for captains: Cross, Finley and 
Curwin. All three captains agree that the 
focus of their leadership isn’t a champion-
ship. Rather, it’s maintaining a competitive 
environment for everyone on the team and 
meeting the expectation of going all out in 
every game or practice. 
“Being a positive role model and push-
ing my teammates in the right direction 
is what we aim for,” Curwin said. “It’s all 
about competition and how hard we can 
go each and every day and exhausting our 
potential.” 
see laCrosse, page 10 
Hungry for redemption
Dukes looking to make up for last year’s narrowly missed conference title 
Daniel Stein / tHe breeze
Freshman attacker Kristen Gaudian, right, pursues redshirt senior defender Kaci Starkloff 
during Wednesday’s practice. The Dukes began the season yesterday at UNC, losing 13-9.  
CluB sPorts 
Something worth fighting for
Fencing club members find an outlet while growing together as a team
lauren gorDon / tHe breeze
Rachel Korba (right) of the JMU Fencing Club competes against Cyndi Lucente of the Richmond Fencing Club on Saturday at UREC. 
Have wHat it takeS?
apply to be a sports editor for the Breeze at joblink.jmu.edu. 
applications are due on Friday. 
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JMU alumnus tabbed into hall of fame
The wait is over. 
Former JMU standout, 
Charles Haley (1982-85), was 
the first JMU player picked in 
the NFL draft. Now, five Super 
Bowl wins and over a decade 
on the ballot later, he’s the first 
former JMU athlete to make it 
into a major pro sports hall of 
fame. 
On Saturday night, it was 
announced that Haley was 
one of eight selected to be a 
part of the Pro Football Hall of 
Fame’s Class of 2015. It was his 
11th year on the ballot. Haley is 
the only player to ever win five 
Super Bowls. 
At JMU, Haley is still the all-
time leader in tackles with 506 
from the linebacker spot. In 
1985, he became the first JMU 
player to earn first-team Divi-
sion I-AA All-America honors. 
That same year, he was the 
Virginia Division I defensive 
player of the year. He was also 
a three-time JMU defensive 
MVP. His number, 87, is retired 
at JMU. 
After being drafted in the 
fourth round of the 1986 NFL 
draft to the San Francisco 
49ers, the linebacker record-
ed a combined 30 sacks his 
first three seasons. Then in the 
1988 season, after becoming a 
regular starter, Haley won his 
first Super Bowl with the 49ers, 
beating the Cincinnati Bengals 
in January 1989. 
Haley and the 49ers repeated 
the following season, drubbing 
the Denver Broncos 55-10 in 
Super Bowl XXIV. 
In 1992, Haley was traded to 
the Dallas Cowboys, making 
the move to defensive end. That 
first season, he won his third 
Super Bowl in another blow-
out, as Dallas beat the Buffalo 
Bills 52-17 in Super Bowl XXVII. 
Haley and the Cowboys 
made it back-to-back in the 
1993 season. Finally, in the 
1995 season, Haley won his 
fifth title, as the Cowboys beat 
the Pittsburgh Steelers 27-17 
in Super Bowl XXX. He started 
each of the five Super Bowls 
he played in, recording a com-
bined 17 tackles and 4.5 sacks. 
By the time Haley retired for 
good in 1999, after returning 
to San Francisco for a stint, he 
had 100.5 career sacks. In his 12 
total seasons, Haley made five 
Pro Bowls and was selected as a 
First Team All-Pro twice. 
Haley, a Gladys, Virginia, 
native, was inducted into the 
JMU Athletics Hall of Fame in 
1996, the Virginia Sports Hall of 
Fame in 2006 and the College 
Football Hall of Fame in 2011. 
The Pro Football Hall of 
Fame’s enshrinement ceremo-
ny will take place on Aug. 8 in 
Canton, Ohio. 
-staff report
Former JMU football player Charles Haley to be inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame in August
Breeze File Photo
Charles Haley played for JMU from 1982-85 and was a two-time Associated Press All-American. 
Photos By Daniel stein / the Breeze
While celebrating Senior Day this past Saturday, JMU 
swimming and diving each earned a victory. Swimming 
defeated Campbell University 123-76 and diving 
took down Clemson University 27-11. JMU swimmers 
placed first in seven different swimming events — 
the 200 medley relay, 50 freestyle, 100 freestyle, 
200 freestyle, 1000 freestyle, 100 butterfly and the 
200 individual medley. The Dukes also placed first 
in two diving events. Five seniors were honored on 
the afternoon: Melissa Criscuolo, Susanne Gingher, 
Aimee Hooper, Alex Savage and Sin Hye Won. Both 
swimming and diving will next compete on Feb. 7 
against the University of North Carolina Chapel 
Hill and the University of Virginia, respectively.
Dukes swim to victory
>> More photos online at breezejmu.org 
Lacrosse | ‘We’ll worry about tomorrow when tomorrow comes ...’
from page 9
Klaes-Bawcombe feels the Dukes already possess the ath-
leticism, chemistry and competitive edge they need to win, but 
wants the team to improve on mental toughness and pulling 
through when the game is on the line. 
The schedule
This season is the first in the program history in which the 
Dukes didn’t have any preseason scrimmages in preparation for 
the regular season. Yesterday’s game at the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill marked the earliest date for a season 
opener in Klaes-Bawcombe’s recent memory. 
“Playing 16 games in March and April is extremely daunting, I 
think that’s why they’ve started expanding the season into Feb-
ruary,” Klaes-Bawcombe said. 
This year, the Dukes are relying solely on the work they put in 
during their fall games, as well as the two weeks of practice lead-
ing up to this weekend. 
The Dukes finished the 2014 season with an 11-7 record. They 
shared the CAA regular season championship with Towson. 
Including the CAA tournament, the team had a 5-2 record in 
conference. Both of those losses came at the hands of the Tigers, 
and both contests had a final score of 12-11. 
According to Klaes-Bawcombe, both of those games had 
missed opportunities. 
“Two missed eight-meter shots and one off the pipe could’ve 
sealed the deal,” Klaes-Bawcombe said. 
Missed opportunities can characterize multiple facets of last 
season, too. As it turns out, the Dukes just missed a shot at the 
NCAA tournament. 
JMU went through a rough patch last March, dropping five 
straight games to non-conference opponents, two of which were 
against unranked opponents. None of those losses were by a mar-
gin of more than three goals. 
“That week is haunting us right now, it could have been any 
one of those games to get the bid,” Klaes-Bawcombe said. 
Compared to last year, this season’s schedule includes four 
new opponents — UNC Chapel Hill, High Point University, Lib-
erty University and Elon University. The addition of Elon creates 
a new dynamic within the CAA, which now has an uneven seven 
teams.
The team’s home opener is on Feb. 15 against the University 
of Connecticut. 
Then on April 17, Towson comes to town. But again, Klaes-
Bawcombe said JMU is just taking it one day at a time. 
“We’ll worry about tomorrow when tomorrow comes, but 
until then it’s all about today,” Finley said.
contact Peter Cagno at cagnopx@dukes.jmu.edu.
Who is the best team in the NBA? 
proffitt & fraser |  Double take   
Golden State Warriors — they have that ‘it’ factor
By ryan fraser
The Breeze
Here we are again for another edition of 
Double Take, one that I know Stephen is very 
ecstatic to write because it has absolutely noth-
ing to do with the “No Fun League”.  
This week is about tackling who is the best 
team in the NBA. To be honest, I haven’t 
watched a lot of basketball 
recently, so my take is usu-
ally limited to what I see on 
SportsCenter or what I hear 
about on the radio. 
However, with that being 
said, can the gentleman 
from Oracle Arena please 
stand up and collect his 
award? It may be a trendy pick but from what I 
have seen, the Golden State Warriors look like 
the best team in the NBA. As of this Sunday, 
the Warriors have the second best winning per-
centage in the NBA behind the Atlanta Hawks, 
who have also played three more games. They 
boast the MVP of the league so far in Stephen 
Curry, and a great first-year coach in Steve Kerr. 
They are first in points, assists per game, and in 
point differential. While they are 15th in points 
allowed per game, they still have the best defen-
sive efficiency in the league. 
Putting stats aside, however, the Warriors 
have that “it” factor. You just feel confident 
with them. On any given night, I know Curry, 
or equally talented Klay Thompson, can go off. 
If you don’t believe me, reference Thompson’s 
37-point third quarter on Jan. 23, where he was 
13 of 13 from the field and 9 of 9 from three-
point range. 
I honestly believe that Curry can make a shot 
from anywhere once he crosses half court. I see 
the highlights and I see the determination and 
confidence in this team that says, “When we 
play our best nobody is going to beat us.”
I know the Western Conference is very deep 
and that nothing is guaranteed out there, but 
they just seem like they can’t be touched. They 
(knock on wood) have avoided the injury bug, 
as Thunder fans wonder if they are going to 
make the playoffs. They don’t have the wear 
and tear of longevity — cue Tim Duncan 
being wheeled out for opening tip. If I was a 
Warriors fan, the only thing that scares me is 
a seven-game knockdown, drag out, bring 
your big-boy pants series with the Mem-
phis Grizzlies. But at this point, I think the 
only thing stopping the best backcourt in the 
NBA from scoring is the end of game buzzer. 
contact Ryan Fraser at 
fraserrc@dukes.jmu.edu.
By stephen proffitt
The Breeze
Happy February, folks! From now on we 
don’t have to talk about football. That’s a 
super big bowl of good news for a fella like 
me. 
Let’s take a trip down to the dirty south, 
Atlanta, Georgia, where you’ll find the best 
NBA team in the land, 
the Hawks. In this week’s 
Double Take, it’s up to 
me to inform you of the 
best team in the league. 
I really don’t see how 
anyone could speak 
against the Hawks. As 
we saw over in the col-
lege realm this weekend, upsets are of the 
essence. Notre Dame, Virginia, VCU — 
they all went down. In case you were too 
immersed in the NCAA’s best weekend of the 
season, the Hawks’ 91-85 win over the Phila-
delphia 76ers didn’t seem momentous to the 
weary eye-scroller over the sports section.
Upon further examination, it capped a 
17-0 month of January for head coach Mike 
Budenholzer and company. Other teams 
have etched undefeated calendar months, 
but none have reached 17 wins in that block 
of time. The San Antonio Spurs went unde-
feated last March (16-0) on their way to a 
championship. 
At 40-8, the Hawks are well on their way 
to the top seed in the NBA’s lengthy playoffs 
if they can keep up this pace. The balanced 
team success is built around sharing the ball. 
Five Hawks average in double figures with 
power forward Paul Millsap leading the 
way with 17.3 points per game. Point guard 
Jeff Teague is dishing out just under eight 
assists per game while averaging 16.8 points 
per game. No one roster member is a star by 
today’s standards.
The Hawks aren’t flashy and there’s no 
off-court drama to digest. Atlanta is strictly 
a sound basketball team on its way to a fran-
chise-record season.
The franchise has one champion-
ship, all the way back in 1958 when it was 
the St. Louis Hawks. A team plagued by 
scores of losing seasons in the early 2000s 
has finally completed its 360 degree turn 
with seven straight playoff appearanc-
es on the line. While that streak doesn’t 
seem to be in jeopardy, its 19-game win 
streak is on the line tonight in New Orleans. 
contact Stephen Proffitt 
at proffittjs@gmail.com.
Atlanta Hawks — strictly a sound basketball team
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ClassiFieds
Tech Support Inc.
C r a c k  S c r e e n  &  C o m p u t e r  R e p a i r
iPhone 5s/5c 
iPhone 5
iPhone 4/4s
iPad 2/3/4
iPad Mini
iPad Air 
$100
$90
$60
$100
$140
$150
www.agiletechsupport.com
117A South Carlton Street 
Harrisonburg, Va 22801
540.435.1170
Hours 
Mon-Sat  10am-8pm
Sun          Appointment Only
▬►
10% DISCOUNT FOR JMU STUDENTS  
Hair F
ashionsBy
Michael
Introducing 
Judi Life
Judi is a 
native of the 
Shennandoah 
Valley and recently 
moved back from 
Southern California
Specializing in Foils, Multi Dimensional
 Color, Design Cuts, and Brow Waxing
JMU Students
$10 Off
Tuesday &
Wednesday 
Only Appointments 
with Judi
188 S. Mason St., Harrisonburg    433-7376
BEST OF THE ‘BURG
Vote Now!
breezejmu.org
Help Wanted
Sunnyside, a leader in retire-
ment living, is hiring for the
following positions:
RN/LPN – 1st and 2nd shift
FT C.N.A. – 2nd shift
Please visit www.sunnyside-
communities.com  for  more
information regarding these
and other positions available.
Applications  may  be  com-
pleted at  Sunnyside Retire-
ment  Community ,  3935
Sunnyside Dr., Suite A; Har-
risonburg, VA EOE
Exceptional  People Deliver-
ing Exceptional  Service
Your  Summer  Starts  Here
Accepting  Applications  for
Summer 2015. Timber Ridge
Camp  in  the  Mountains  of
West VA is looking for ener-
getic  fun loving counselors.
Numerous  positions  avail-
able: Archery, Arts, Athletics,
Biking Dance, Drama, Music,
Rock Climbing, Land and Wa-
t e r  S p o r t s  a n d  m o r e .
Room/Board+Salary.  Apply
online at www.trcamps.com.
410-833-4080
Apts for Rent
1-BR  Downtown,  Stainless
Appl iances ,  Hard  Wood
Floors $595 540-564-2659
http://www.castleproperty.c
om
Pet Friendly,  1-3BR Proper-
t ies ,  Hard  Wood  Floors
http://www.castleproperty.c
om 540-564-2659
Homes for Rent
3-BR  2.5-BA  Townhouse,
Stainless Appliances, Fenced
Yard, http://www.castleprop-
erty.com 540-564-2659
DEVON LANE.
3&4 Bedroom Townhomes.
Available August 2015.
(540)435-7861.
DevonshireRentals
@gmail.com
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(540) 438-0401 harrisonburg@cbeech.com
410 Copper Beech Circle
Harrisonburg, VA 22801
4
5 6
7
8
9
10
1 2
3
First 10 leases signed get a waived 
$129
Value
Application fee & 
Activity fee 
Two bedroom units only
